CHAPTER  VII
THE RELIGIOUS FUNCTION OF THE JEWS

f"T"<HEKE is obvious historic justification for the
-I belief that the Jews have a religious function.
Christianity and Islam are both its offspring. Judaism
has given them their basic ideas, and insofar as they have
influenced humanity, Judaism is justified in claiming
a share in the resulting religious development. But
the objection naturally occurs that influence in the past
does not prove a claim to present significance and
value. In the first place, these religions maintain that
they have taken over the religious function of the
Jews. In the second place the circumstances of the
Jews do not point to the fulfilment of such a function,
and even hinder it. How can the Jews of the present
and future exercise their collective religious genius?
Do not their dispersion and weakness, their numerical
subjection to an un-Jewish environment, and their
consequent tendency to self-suppression, to imitation
of others rather than expression of themselves, preclude
the fulfilment of their distinctive religious purpose?